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Everything can be taken from a man or a woman but one thing: the last of human freedoms to choose one's attitude in any given set of circumstances, to choose one's own way.
 
Viktor E. Frankl
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Parents can only give good advice or put them on the right paths, but the final forming of a person's character lies in their own hands.
 
Anne Frank
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I swore never to be silent whenever and wherever human beings endure suffering and humiliation. We must always take sides. Neutrality helps the oppressor, never the victim. Silence encourages the tormentor, never the tormented.
 
Elie Wiesel
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Teacher: Ms. Rami
Subject: English 1
LAP #3-4
Course #: 1001
Title: Night by Elie Wiesel – Theme and Conflict

INTRODUCTION:

The Holocaust was a watershed event, not only in the 20th century, but also in the entire history of humanity.  The study of the Holocaust provides us with one of the most effective ways to work with students to examine basic moral issues and value systems.  Study of the Holocaust helps us extend an understanding of the results of stereotyping, prejudice, racism and anti-Semitism in any society.  It helps us to develop an awareness of the value of diversity in a multicultural society and encourages sensitivity towards others. 
OBJECTIVES
1. Students will be able to demonstrate inferences by writing 2-3 paragraphs journal entry about their understanding of the context surrounding the Holocaust.
2. Students will be able to make at least 3-5 predictions by the end of Section 1 of Night.
3. SWBT identify and analyze theme and conflicts in the memoir Night through their reader’s response journals.
4. SWBT demonstrate their understanding and analysis of universal theme (justice, injustice) through their classroom discussion and blog posts.
5. SWBT use variety of writing methods to demonstrate their understanding and analysis of the text. 
PA STANDARDS
· 1.3.11A Read and understand works of literature
· 1.3.11B Analyze the relationships, uses and effectiveness of literary elements used by one or more authors in similar genre including characterization, setting, plot, theme, point of view, tone, and style
· 1.4.11C Students employ a wide range of strategies as they write and use different writing process elements appropriately to communicate with different audiences for a variety of purposes
· 1.2.33D Student employ wide variety of strategies to comprehend, interpret, evaluate and appreciate texts.

Essential Questions:
1. Why is it important to study the Holocaust? Why remember?
2. What conditions and actions led to the Holocaust?
3. What is empathy and why is it important?
4. How do we know what we know? How do we know what is good and what is evil?
5. What does it mean be a witness? What does it mean to be a bystander?
6. What is the value of testimony? Why is it important to remember and tell our stories?


 
21st Century Skills
Ethics/Social Responsibility
Teamwork/Collaboration
Oral & Written Communication
Critical Thinking & Problem Solving


VOCABULARY
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Holocaust
Judaism
Nazi German
Auschwitz
Genocide
Reconciliation/healing
See attached comprehensive vocab. list


RESOURCES: HOLT’S ELEMENTS OF LITERATURE LEVEL 3

1. “Night” by Elie Wiesel – 
Section I – p. 13- 37
Section II – p. 38-62
Section III – p. 62-89
Section IV – p. 89-113
2. Primary and secondary source materials from historical archives

ASSESSMENTS
In order to earn credit for this LAP you must complete the following:
1. Reader’s journal response log that students will complete throughout the reading in this unit.
2. Discussion questions which students will complete outside of the class that will aide in creating rich classroom discussion – class participation will also be evaluated.
3. See attached major project choices for this LAP and rubrics. 	





ACTIVITIES
You must complete all the activities with a grade of 80 or higher to receive a credit for LAP 3.

1. Found Poetry from Night - Writing about Night
                                        “Found”  Poetry (30 points)

Directions: Students are to collect phrases from the novel and try to reconstruct them into poetry, which is faithful to the book's theme. This should be posted on your blog or typed and turned in. You may choose to complete your poem from one of the four section of the book. (Objective #5)

2.  NIGHT: Journal Writing Activities (Objective #3)

Directions: During our reading of Night, you will be asked to keep a series of journal writings, which you will post on your blog. The combined entries will be worth 100 points and will be evaluated on: (a) fluency  (b) depth of thought  (c) clarity of ideas (d) writing skills  (e) engagement in the writings. These will be written in class although you are encouraged to type and expand on your ideas at home.
 
a. Create an original title for each chapter and explain your title in a minimum of two complete sentences.

b.  Identify and record six passages (at least one sentence in length) that caused you to have some type of emotional or intellectual reaction to this beginning section of Night. Write at least four complete sentences explaining your reaction to each passage. Please include the page number. (note: For a lengthy passage, you are welcome to use an ellipsis. . . but be certain that on each side of the ellipsis, you have written a complete sentence. 

	PASSAGE: “We continued our march. . . I was face to face with the angel of 	death” (31).

REACTION: I became extremely upset after reading this paragraph. Thinking back to the book’s opening chapter, I was amazed and deeply saddened to read of the strong imagery about Death here. Wiesel, upon being separated from his father now fears the worst as he writes, “As though following a hearse at our own funeral.” Then, it was frightening, as this teenage boy desires to throw himself on the barbwire to avoid what was to come in the camps. I’ve never been any situation in which my freedom was about to be taken away, and reading about Wiesel’s thoughts at such a possibility causes me to more greatly appreciate the freedoms I can enjoy in our country. Near the end of the passage, he utters a prayer to his God, who I wish right then and there could reach down, tear down the barbed wire fences, free the prisoners and empower them to sing and dance along the road back towards their homes. I think this book will become even more difficult to read with almost sixty pages to go.

Reading Guide Questions: Section I – p. 13- 37 & Section II p.38-62 – should be completed in your class notebook. (Objective #1, 2)
1.   How does Elie describe himself?
2.   Who is Moshe the Beadle?
3.   How did the town respond to Moshe and his stories?
4.   Why do you think Elie Wiesel begins Night with the story of Moshe the Beadle?
5.   Explain how the German soldiers slowly took over Sighet. 
6.   How was Elie’s family separated?
7. Why do you think the Germans take away the inmates’ personal belongings? Their clothing? Why do they cut their hair? Tattoo a number on each person’s arm?
 8.   Elie, in recounting the first night in the concentration camp, says, “Never shall I forget that night, the first night in the camp, which has turned my life into one long night…” What does it mean for a life to be turned into “one long night”?
 9. Please write a personal reaction to the novel so far. (should be at least one paragraph)
Reading Guide Questions: Section III – p. 62- 89 & Section IV p. 89 – 113 should be completed in your class notebook. 
1.   Why do you think the Germans chose to hang a few prisoners in public at a time when they are murdering thousands each day in the crematoriums?
2.   Give examples of the ways Elie's relationship with his father changes throughout the book. What causes those changes?
3.   After Elie’s father was chosen for selection, he gives his son a knife and a spoon. Why is this a significant act? What does Elie mean when he says “the inheritance”?
 4.   At the beginning of the book, Elie described himself as someone who believed “profoundly.” How have his experiences at Auschwitz affected his faith?
 5.   At one point on the cattle train trip to Buchenwald, a German workman causes a “stampede” in the wagon. How does he do this? What do his actions suggest about him? What does this incident suggest about the prisoners?
6.   What conflict arises in Elie regarding his father?
7.   What happens on January 28, 1945? What was Elie’s emotional state at this point?
 8.   In the next to the last sentence in the book, Elie says that when he looks in a mirror after liberation, he sees a corpse gazing back at him. He ends the book by stating, “The look in his eyes, as they stared into mine, has never left me.” What does that sentence mean?
 9.   How has Elie tried to keep you from responding to his story the way he and his father once responded to the one told by Moshe the Beadle? How successful has he been?
10.   What is the meaning of the title, Night? If you were to give another title to this book, what would it be and why?

	WHY REMEMBER


WHY REMEMBER?
 
WHEN IT COMES TO THE HOLOCAUST, PERHAPS WE SHOULD ASK “HOW CAN WE FORGET?”
 
HOW CAN WE FORGET THAT THE NAZIS OF GERMANY SHOT, GASSED, BURNED, STARVED, AND TORTURED TO DEATH MILLIONS OF INNOCENT PEOPLE DURING WWII?
 
HOW CAN WE FORGET THAT THE MURDERS WERE BORN OF PREJUDICE AND RACISM AND INITIATED BY THE GOVERNMENT OF A SEEMINGLY CIVILIZED NATION?
 
HOW CAN WE FORGET THAT THE SAME FORCES OF HATRED THAT LED TO THE HOLOCAUST STILL EXIST IN OUR SOCIETY TODAY?
 
INDEED, HOW CAN WE FORGET?
 
The Holocaust was one of the world’s darkest hours – a mass murder conducted in the shadows of the world’s most deadly war. The German government, controlled by the brutal Nazi party and its leader Adolf Hitler, killed between five and six million Jews who lived in Europe. These were not the only victims, however. The Germans also tried to exterminate Europe’s Gypsies, or Roma, and they targeted other groups as well.
 
When all was said and done, 11 million people were murdered as a result of Germany’s fanatical racial policies. It didn’t matter their age – millions were infants and children. It didn’t matter their social status or educational background – they were doctors and lawyers, laborers and tradesmen.
 
It mattered only that they were considered “enemies of the state” ; a threat to the “purity” of the German race and the greatness of the German empire. In addition to Jews and Gypsies, they were Poles, Jehovah’s Witnesses, the mentally disabled, the physically handicapped, political opponents, homosexuals, and others deemed “unworthy of life.”
 
Recounting the Holocaust is not easy. Few people come away untouched from a study of this tragic story. The graphic nature of the details, the shocking accounts of the survivors, and the documented words of those who died make it a story both compelling and disturbing.
 
But rest assured, remembering the Holocaust is essential for all generations. Despite the pain, despite the horror, we must never forget, and we must never let it happen again.

 (
The Ladder of Prejudice
)Prejudice is defined as negative, irrational feelings or attitudes toward a group of people that are based not on fact but on preconceived ideas and notions. In his book, The Nature of Prejudice, Gordon W. Allport describes prejudice as a ladder with several rungs, or levels. As people “climb” up the ladder of prejudice, increasingly negative actions result.
 
While studying the Holocaust, see if you can identify how the Nazis and their followers climbed the ladder of prejudice and determine whether those same negative actions are present in our world today.
 
The first rung: SPEECH
 
 Prejudice first manifests itself through talking about and making fun of a group of people. Such negative comments are usually the result of stereotyping – creating an oversimplified opinion, idea, or belief about that group of people.
 
The second rung: AVOIDANCE
 
 The next step up the ladder of prejudice involves avoiding the group of people that has been stereotyped. Avoidance leads to a lack of contact with the group and ignorance about the people involved.
 
The third rung: DISCRIMINATION
 
 Avoidance of a group of people eventually leads to discrimination – treating someone differently. Discrimination takes many forms, from denying someone a job to segregation, which means separating a person from the rest of society.
 
The fourth rung: PHYSICAL ATTACK
 
 People who are discriminated against are often the victims of physical attack. The attack is usually the expression of the anger or resentment that have built up through the first steps of prejudice.
 
The fifth rung: EXTERMINATION
 
 Sometimes physical attacks against a group of people turn deadly. This final step in the ladder of prejudice has been present in society since the earliest days.
 
 Major Project Choices for LAP #3: Choose one of the tasks below 

1. Write a fictional journal including at least 5-6 entries from the perspective of one of the characters from the book. You may include illustrations but your illustration cannot replace one of your entries. 
2. Research the biography of a person involved in the Jewish Resistance.  Create a short voicethread/podcast to tell their heroic efforts in the resistance movement.  Your podcast should be 2-3 minutes long and include a short background, images, music, conflict and eventual outcome for this person’s effort.
3. Research the biography of a liberator involved in WWII.  Create a short voicethread/podcast to tell his/her heroic efforts in the liberation battles.  Your podcast should be 2-3 minutes long and include a short background, images, music, conflict and eventual outcome for this person’s effort.
4. Read another book about the Holocaust and create a book trailer for this book. Your trailer should at least be 1-2 minute(s) long and should engage the students in our class to want to check this book out too.  See amazon.com for hundred book trailers. Suggested books will be provided to you in a list.
5.  Research a modern genocide (Darfur, Congo, Cambodia, etc) and gather important facts such as background history, major players, and justification used in genocide, timeline, place, maps, and impact on victims.  Create and present a 3-5 minute presentation to help your fellow classmates learn about this genocide.  Your presentation should be respectful, fully researched and rehearsed.  
6. Research a modern example of a group of people who marginalized and discriminated against and how they are raising their voice in resistance.  Present your findings about this issue in a 3-5 minute presentation to help your fellow classmates learn about it.  Your presentation should include: background information, statistics, timeline, maps, and impact on victims, justification used by perpetrators for this injustice.  Your presentation should be respectful, fully researched and rehearsed.  


RECOMMENDED READING FOR HOLOCAUST UNIT

Defiance: The Bielski Partisans   by Nechama Tec  ***

Dry Tears: The Story of a Lost Childhood   by Nechama Tec

Salvaged Pages   by Alexandra Zapruder   ***

Hiding Place   by Corrie Ten Boom

I Never Saw Another Butterfly   by Hana Volakova

I Will Bear Witness: A Diary of the Nazi Years   by Victor Klemperer

Maus   by Art Spiegelman  ***

The Pianist   by Wladyslaw Szpilman  ***

Survival in Auschwitz   by Primo Levi

White Rose:  Munich 1942 – 1943   by Inge Scholl

All But My Life  by Gerda Weissman Klein  ***

Dachau 29 April 1945: The Rainbow Liberation Memoirs   ed. by Sam Dann

Four Perfect Pebbles:  A Holocaust Story   by Lila Perl and Marion Blumenthal Lazan

In Defiance of Hitler: The Secret Mission of Varian Fry   by Carla Killough McLafferty

The Janowska Road   by Leon Weliczler Wells

The Lost   by Daniel Mendelsohn   ***

Schindler’s List   by Thomas Kennealy  ***

My Secret Camera:  Life in the Lodz Ghetto   by Frank Dabba Smith

On Both Sides of the Wall   by Vladka Meed  ***

Where the Birds Never Sing: The True Story of the 92nd Signal Battalion of the Liberation of Dachau   by Jack Sacco

Your Name is Renée: Ruth Kapp Hartz's Story as a Hidden Child in Nazi-Occupied France   by Stacy Cretzmeyer



RECOMMENDED FILMS FOR HOLOCAUST UNIT

Into the Arms of Strangers: Stories of the Kindertransport  ***

Defiance  ***

Schindler’s List  ***

Last Days  ***

Judgment at Nuremberg 

The Pawnbroker

Sophie’s Choice

Escape from Sobibor

The Island on Bird Street  *** 

Conspiracy  ***

Uprising  

Choosing One’s Way: Resistance in Auschwitz/Birkenau

One Survivor Remembers  ***

My Knees Were Jumping:  Remembering the Kindertransports

The Long Way Home

Paragraph 175

Imaginary Witness: Hollywood and the Holocaust

Blind Spot
					***  Highly recommended, challenging 



CHARACTER DIARY/JOURNAL 
Name_______________________________________ 

	
	4 
	3 
	2 
	1 

	Requirement 
Point of View 
______ pts 
	The writing clearly and accurately depicts the viewpoint of the character chosen from within the novel. Entries relate to the events of the book. Each entry is more than one notebook page. The author includes enough quotes that relate to text. It shows that the author fully understands the character. The author puts him/herself in the character's shoes. 
	The writing mostly depicts the viewpoint of the character chosen from within the book. 
Each entry is one notebook page. The author includes some relevant quotes. The author somewhat understands the character. 
	The writing somewhat depicts the viewpoint of the character chosen from within the book. 
Each entry is at least one notebook page. The writer includes very little quotes. There is misunderstanding of character. 
	The writing does not depict the viewpoint of any of the character chosen from within the book. Each entry is less than one notebook page. The writer includes very no quotes. The writer does not understand the character. 

	Sequencing (Organization) 
______ pts 
	Details are placed in a logical order and the way they are presented effectively keeps the interest of the reader. 
	Details are placed in a logical order, but the way in which they are presented or introduced sometimes makes the writing less interesting. 
	Some details are not in a logical or expected order, and this distracts the reader. 
	Many details are not in a logical or expected order. There is little sense that the writing is organized. 

	Word Choice 
______ pts 
	The author uses vivid words and phrases that create pictures in the reader's mind, and the choice of the words seems accurate, natural and not forced. 
	The author uses vivid words and phrases that linger or draw pictures in the reader's mind, but occasionally the words are used inaccurately or seem overdone. 
	The author uses words that communicate clearly, but the writing lacks variety, punch or flair. 
	The author uses a limited vocabulary that does not communicate strongly or capture the reader's interest. Jargon or clichés may be present and detract from the meaning. 

	Flow & Rhythm (Sentence Fluency) 
______ pts 
	All sentences sound natural and are easy-on-the-ear when read aloud. Each sentence is clear and has an obvious emphasis. 
	Almost all sentences sound natural and are easy-on-the-ear when read aloud, but 1 or 2 are stiff and awkward or difficult to understand. 
	Most sentences sound natural and are easy-on-the-ear when read aloud, but several are stiff and awkward or are difficult to understand. 
	The sentences are difficult to read aloud because they sound awkward, are distractingly repetitive, or difficult to understand. 

	Creativity 
______ pts 
	The diary contains many creative details and/or descriptions that contribute to the reader's enjoyment. The author has really used his imagination. 
	The diary contains a few creative details and/or descriptions that contribute to the reader's enjoyment. The author has used his imagination. 
	The diary contains a few creative details and/or descriptions, but they distract from the story. The author has tried to use his imagination. 
	There is little evidence of creativity in the diary. The author does not seem to have used much imagination 

	Grammar & Spelling (Conventions) 
_____ pts 
	The author makes no errors in grammar or spelling that distracts the reader from the content. 
	The author makes 1-2 errors in grammar or spelling that distracts the reader from the content. 
	The author makes 3-4 errors in grammar or spelling that distracts the reader from the content. 
	The author makes more than 4 errors in grammar or spelling that distracts the reader from the content. 



[bookmark: _GoBack]Total Points:  

Comments:



Final Presentation Rubric
	
	Presentation Rubric
	
	

	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	Total

	Organization
	Audience cannot understand presentation because there is no sequence of information.
	Audience has difficulty following presentation because student jumps around.
	Student presents information in logical sequence which audience can follow.
	Student presents information in logical, interesting sequence which audience can follow.
	

	Subject Knowledge
	Student does not have grasp of information; student cannot answer questions about subject.
	Student is uncomfortable with information and is able to answer only rudimentary questions, but fails to elaborate.
	Student is at ease and answers most questions with explanations and some elaboration. 
	Student demonstrates full knowledge (more than required) by answering all class questions with explanations and elaboration.
	

	Visual Aids
	Student uses superfluous visual aids or no visual aids.
	Student occasionally uses visual aids that rarely support the presentation.
	Student's visual aids relate to the presentation.
	Student's visual aids explain and reinforce the presentation.
	

	Mechanics
	Student's presentation has four or more spelling errors and/or grammatical errors.
	Presentation has three misspellings and/or grammatical errors.
	Presentation has no more than two misspellings and/or grammatical errors.
	Presentation has no misspellings or grammatical errors.
	

	Eye Contact
	Student makes no eye contact and only reads from notes.
	Student occasionally uses eye contact, but still reads mostly from notes.
	Student maintains eye contact most of the time but frequently returns to notes.
	Student maintains eye contact with audience, seldom returning to notes.
	

	Verbal Techniques
	Student mumbles, incorrectly pronounces terms, and speaks too quietly for audience in the back of class to hear.
	Student's voice is low. Student incorrectly pronounces terms. Audience members have difficulty hearing presentation.
	Student's voice is clear. Student pronounces most words correctly. Most audience members can hear presentation.
	Student uses a clear voice and correct, precise pronunciation of terms so that all audience members can hear presentation.
	

	
	
	
	
	Total Points:
	


Comments:



		Multimedia Project : Voicethread/Podcasting

Teacher Name: Ms. Rami 


Student Name:     ________________________________________






	CATEGORY
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Organization
	Content is well organized using coherent flow of information.
	Content is organized but is not coherent in terms of flow of information.
	Content is logically organized for the most part.
	There was no clear or logical organizational structure, just lots of facts.

	Content
	Covers topic in-depth with details and examples. Subject knowledge is excellent.
	Includes essential knowledge about the topic. Subject knowledge appears to be good.
	Includes essential information about the topic but there are 1-2 factual errors.
	Content is minimal OR there are several factual errors.

	Attractiveness
	Makes excellent use of font, color, graphics, effects, music etc. to enhance the presentation.
	Makes good use of font, color, graphics, effects, music etc. to enhance to presentation.
	Makes use of font, color, graphics, effects, etc. but occasionally these detract from the presentation content.
	Use of font, color, graphics, effects etc. but these often distract from the presentaion content.

	Mechanics
	No misspellings or grammatical errors.
	Three or fewer misspellings and/or mechanical errors.
	Four misspellings and/or grammatical errors.
	More than 4 errors in spelling or grammar.

	Requirements
	All requirements are met and exceeded.
	All requirements are met.
	One requirement was not completely met.
	More than one requirement was not completely met.



Total Points: 



Comments:
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